
We wish to welcome everyone we encounter, 
when we are gathered and when we are 
dispersed, extending Christ’s gracious 
invitation to relationship, meaning and life in 
all its fullness.

Contemplative Service

Invocation
In the name of the Creator, 
and of the Redeemer, 
and of the Companion. 
Amen.

Welcome and introduction
Jesus, you shared your life abundantly 
with friends, strangers and neighbours. 
You show us that hospitality is a virtue of your 
kingdom, and that our calling is to follow you 
and offer such love abundantly to others.

Lord, guide us.
Guide us into the way of peace.

Lord, love us.
Love us so that we may love others 
unconditionally.

Lord, feed us.
Feed us so that we may offer sustenance to 
strangers.

Five Minutes of Silence

Compassionate God, 
we confess that we have not loved one another 
as you have taught us to love. 
Forgive us for closing our eyes 
to the deep pain of your children, 
whom we may have distrusted 
because of colour, culture or creed. 
Amen.

We are often selfish, greedy, 
and too blind or stubborn 
to see others beneath the surface. 
Forgive us for turning our backs 
on our brothers and sisters, 
because of fear, mistrust and busyness. 
Amen.

We remember the past week, 
and the times when we offered and received 
hospitality, 
and when we have failed to do so.

Three Minutes of Silence

Father God, teach us to welcome each other, 
and the strangers we meet, 
to see in them the face Christ.

As we struggle to live out the Gospel command
to love you and our neighbour, 
forgive us when we fail your children, 
in whatever body they are clothed.

May our community be known 
as a place of welcome and sanctuary. 
In the name of Christ. 
Amen.

Meditation/Contemplative Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Story telling or Reflection followed by a responsive 
activity

Prayer and Intercession 
We pray for ourselves, our community, 
our city and our world.
Pray as you will, aloud or silently. 
After each prayer the refrain is Lord in your mercy, 
and the response is hear our prayer.

Allow time for community prayer

Merciful Father, 
we remember those who are sick, 
those who are absent, 
and those who are lonely this night. 
Bless us with the compassion to feel what it is like 
to live inside someone else’s skin. 
May we realise that all people are one 
and that there cannot really be joy for any 
until there is joy for all.

Lord in your mercy, hear these the prayers 
of your people. 
Amen.
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End liturgy
Creator God help us to extend 
Christ’s gracious invitation to relationship,
meaning, and life in all its fullness.
Amen. 

Let us look at the reflection of different groups 
in the mirror of our lives and speak to them the 
response: 
God be with you, stranger. I wish you well. 

For the young Arab person with a backpack: 
God be with you, stranger. I wish you well.

For the homeless person holding out a plastic cup 
towards you:
God be with you, stranger, I wish you well.

For the young black person walking towards you on 
a dark street: 
God be with you, stranger. I wish you well.

For the girl in the office with bad dress sense, that 
we secretly laugh at:  
God be with you, stranger. I wish you well.

For the parent or sibling we haven’t spoken to in 
years: 
God be with you, stranger. I wish you well

For the woman in the corner shop who seems tired 
of life: 
God be with you, stranger. I wish you well

For all that we meet in our city in the coming days: 
God be with you, stranger. I wish you well.
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Blessing and dismissal
May God, who in Christ gives us a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life, 
perfect us in the image of God’s glory. 
And may God bless us now and always.

Merciful God, give us the courage to change, 
the will to speak up, 
and the desire that turns into action. 
Help us to live out the radical love you have shown 
us. 
Help us to see the face of Christ 
in the figure of fear or loathing, 
and to reach out and say, God be with you, 
stranger. I wish you well. 
In the name of Christ. 
Amen.

+ In the name of the Creator, 
and of the Redeemer, 
and of the Companion. 
Amen.


